CONTAINER GARDENING—SIZE OF POT AND SOIL REQUIREMENTS
Your final yield from a container garden will be smaller than what you would get from a comparable number of plants in a traditional, in-the-ground garden.

From The Bountiful Container by Rose Marie Nichols, and Maggie Stuckey

Which Size Container for Which Plant?

1 gallon:

· Basil

· Cilantro

· Dill

· Garlic

· parsley

· Most herbs

2-3 gallon:

· Beets

· Bok choy

· Carrots

· Chard

· Collards

· Green onion

· Kale 

· Lettuce

· Mustard greens

· Vining peas
· Radishes

· Spinach


How much soil do you need?

1 cubic foot of soil equals 6.4 gallons.

2 cubic feet of soil equals 12.8 gallons.

5 gallon:
· Beans

· Broccoli

· Cabbage

· Cucumber (climbing)

· Eggplant

· Leeks

· Peppers 

· Squash (need staking)

· Tomatoes (climbing)

· Turnips

· Zucchini (needs staking)

How much soil do you need?





1 cubic foot bag of soil equals approx. 7.5  gallons.





2 cubic foot bag of soil equals approx. 15 gallons.





Therefore, a 5 gallon container for cultivating tomatoes will require a little less than a cubic foot bag of soil.  That same bag could fill 2 3-gallon containers, 1 of chard, 1 of collards and a 1 gallon container of various herbs.














